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I understand tha ChRterns AONB forms part of your local suthorfty and | arn writing to seelk your

opinion end hopefully your support tn explore the opportunity of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Nxture! Beauty beeeming & National Park.

As you may ba aware, In ‘A Gresn Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ the
Government has commiited to reviewng Natlonal Parks shd ADNBs M2 for the 21% century, Including

whether more may be neaded.

Thare are no National Parks batwenn the Pesk District and South Downs or the Bracon Baacons snd
the Broads. | helisve the Chilterns AONBE [s an ideal candidata for National Park status, for Its
nationally-important concentrations of chalk grassiand, over 11,000 hectares of ancient woodisnd,
chalk stranms, red kites and planty of historical and archasologics| valua. Such a dasignation would
cra¥ts A new National Park Authority, which would be solely responsible for local planning within its

The Chiitarns ACNB [s on the London Tube line, and facing unprecadented levels of infrastructure
development o meet the housing crisls, High Spasd Rall and from the Exst Wast and North now tha
proposad ‘Are’ of davelopmant batwean Oxford and Combrkige. To the south it s being threstaned
by development spreading from Slough. It Is the nearest designated protected inncscapes to & vy
large urban conurbation, namely Landon and therefore very vulnerable and valuable.

Under the Nstional Parks and Access 1o the Countryside Act 1949, it is Natural England’s statutory
duty to consider which aress in England meet the criteria for designation of a National Park. | have
this week writhen o jarmes Cross, Chief Executive at Natural England for hia advice on what the
process would be snd what considerations he may have already undartaken for this designation
proposal. | have slso spoken to Sue Holden of the Chiltems Conservation Board, wha Is very

supportive,
| strongly belleve the Chiltarns AONB should be considersd as a candidate, ) would be most grateful
if you could lend me vour support or let me know why you would oppose such a move to protect our
local area.

{

Tel; 020 7219 4061
Emaeil: gillsnc@parxtisument.uk
Webalte: www.oherylgifian coxk
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Appendix 3
Papers to the 20 June Meeting of Chilterns Conservation Board
Iltem 8 Review of National Parks and AONBs

Author: Sue Hoiden, Chief Officer

Purpose of Report: To update the board with the recently published terms of
reference of the Designated Landscapes (National Parks and AONBs) Review.

Introduction The Board will recall that the government's 25 Year Environment
Plan committed to review National Parks and AONBs.1 The government's press
release said “an independent panel will look at how these iconic landscapes meet
our needs in the 21st century — Including whether there is scope for the current
network of 34 AONBs and 10 National Parks to expand.” 2 The review will report
in 2019, the 70th Anniversary of the 1949 National Parks and Access to the

Countryside Act.

Terms of Reference The terms of reference of the review have now been
published and confirms positively that the review “aims not to diminish the
character or independence of our designated landscapes, or to impose new
burdens on them and the people who live and work in the areas they cover.
Instead, its purpose is to ask what might be done better, what changes could
assist them, and whether definitions and systems - which in many cases date
back to their original creation - are still sufficient.”

The objectives of the Review have been given as the following: In the context of
meeting both local and national priorities and wider environmental governance,
the review will examine and make recommendations on:

¢ the existing statutory purposes for National Parks and AONBs and how
effectively they are being met

¢ the alignment of these purposes with the goals set out in the 25-Year Plan
for the Environment
the case for extension or creation of new designated areas
how to improve individual and collective governance of National Parks and
AONBs, and how that governance interacts with other national assets

¢ the financing of National Parks and AONBs

¢ how to enhance the environment and biodiversity in existing designations

« how to build on the existing sight-point plan for National Parks and to
connect more people with the natural environment from all sections of
society and improve health and wellbeing

¢ how well National Parks and AONBs support communities

Review Process

The policy paper suggests that the review will draw on existing evidence and that
submitted by interested groups and individuals during the Review. The review
team will also visit people and places in a range of designated landscapes. There
is no information yet as to how or when we can give evidencs.
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The review is being chaired by Julian Glover, a journalist and former Downing
Street advisor, recommendations will be made to the Government and
implementation will be led by the Defra Secretary of State.

Designatlions and Boundary Reviews
The policy paper outlining the terms of reference says the following

“Expanding on work already underway, the review will also take advice from
Natural England on the process of designating National Parks and AONBs and
extending boundary areas, with a view to improving and expediting the process.”

Board members will want to bear this in mind when considering the questions
raised in the following agenda item.

Recommendation

1. Board members are asked to note the terms of the Review

Item 9 Natlonal Park Status
Author: Sue Holden, Chief Officer

Summary: A call has been made for the Chilterns to become a National Park. A
request for consideration of this can be made to Natural England and
consultation on the question could happen as part of our Management Plan
Review.

Purpose of Report: To seek agreement from the Board that a request to
consider National Park status is made to Natural England. To seek agreement
form the Board that the question of Natlonal Park status is consulted upon in our
Management Plan review.

Introductlon Following a meeting with Cheryl Gilian MP in December, at which
concemns about development pressure and change were raised, Cheryl has been
seeking support for the Chilterns to become a National Park. Cheryl has written
fo local authorities, local councillors, MPs and govemment departments
promoting this idea. Natural England (NE) have responded to say that to move
the idea forward the Chiltems Conservation Board needs to present NE with a
compelling case. And that we should include the aspiration in our draft AONB
Management Plan and consult upon it through the plan’s consultation process.
NE also proposed we discuss this with their Thames Region Area Manager and |
am meeting him on 21 June.

The Case for Change The Chilterns AONB is facing unprecedented change,
directly from housing and infrastructure but also indirectly from growth in London
and South-East, increasing traffic, changes in land-use and lack of resources in
local government and agencies for conserving landscape and the natural
environment. Huge numbers of small incremental changes over the long term are
detracting from our Special Qualities, which include views, tranquillity, dark skies,
rare habitats and species, and the inmense potential we have for access and
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recreation. At the same time society needs green space for people’s health and
well-being, and the natural services provided by a landscape, more than ever.

At the same time society needs green space for people’s health and well-being,
and the natural services provided by a landscape, more than ever. Time
outdoors, in greener, wilder, tranquil places, offers significant health benefits for
everyone. Plus the opportunities for recreation, learning, volunteering, tourism
and the rural economy of a cared-for, well-known and thriving landscape are

significant.

Greater weight and attention needs to be given to the Chilterns and its setting to
ensure the landscape and natural beauty is conserved and enhanced, for
everyone to enjoy for ever. To achieve this, an enhanced planning role and
powers are required. Increased influence could be achieved by becoming a
statutory consultee or by having the ability to create a strategic development plan
for the whole AONB. Or it could be achieved by becoming a National Park.

The Criteria for Natlonal Park Status

NE have advised that the following should be answered in making the request to
become a National Park:

1. A proposal needs evidence to salisfy statutory criteria of outstanding natural
beauty and recreational opportunity. The criterion ‘opporiunities for open air
recreation’ is particularly important.

The Chilterns is already designated for its outstanding natural beauty and we
have a long list of special qualities e.g. chalk streams and ancient woodland,
some of which are rare nationally and even internationally and many of which are

unigue in the region.

On recreational opportunity, there are few other designated landscapes which
could claim to have as much recreational opportunity as the Chilterns, due to our
extensive network of rights of way, to 1.6 million people living within 8km and to
ten million people living within an hour. The Chilterns is probably the most
accessible protected landscape in Europe, due to the extensive road, rail,
underground and rights of way network of the area.

2. The additional benefits arising from NP designation would need to be shown.

National Park status would give a greater recognition to the value of the Chilterns
and would create the potential for a more strategic view to be taken on the need
for and impacts of development across the whole geography.

The Chilterns needs greater protection due to Its location on the edge of Greater
London, and of the new Oxford-Milton Keynes-Cambridge arc and for the benefit
of all. National Park status would contribute to this. The current protection for
AONBs ig, in theory, equal but it is not in practice, with the absence of statutory
planning powers.

3. The case for designation must be made In an England wide context.
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There are no national parks in central southemn England. Proximity to London and
a South-East location means the Chilterns faces more pressure than most
designated landscapes (the Chilterns ranks 3« in the table of housing
applications per kmz). The lack of other designated landscapes in the region and
the enormous population nearby makes the Chllterns ideally placed to be a new
National Park and would help It fulfil its potential, to benefit society.

The context for a request

The government's Review of AONBs and National Parks is covered in the
preceding agenda item and the review will “take advice” from Natural England
about the process for designating National Parks and AONBs. Board members
are aware that there is a list of requests for National Park status, Conservation
Board status and boundary reviews and that the procass of reviewing each
request can take a number of years.

Our request would also feed into plans to change local authorities in parts of the
Chilterns. Local Authorities might be concerned that a Natlonal Park would take
on some of their existing responsibilities, but this is for consideration. In the
South Downs National Park, some of the councils have retained responsibilities
for determining planning applications, working to policies in a single national park
local plan. It Is also possible that further variations of the National Park model
emerge from the government's Review.

Recommendations

1. The Board are asked to give approval for a request for National Park
status to be made to Natural England.

2. The Board are asked to approve that the proposal goes Into the draft
management plan for consuitation with partners and the public.
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